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3. Neighbourhoods 
 

Introduction 
 
As with any Borough, Southend is not a single homogenous place. Rather, it is a collection of separate and distinct places or neighbourhoods which have 
grown together over time to create a substantial conurbation. It will be important that the New Local Plan considers the issues facing the different 
communities of Southend. 
 
As part of the Issues and Options document we identified eight neighbourhood areas at Eastwood, Leigh, Westcliff, Prittlewell, Southend Central, 
Southchurch, Thorpe Bay and Shoeburyness (Figure 13). We asked you what you thought were the key issues facing the neighbourhoods and possible 
options for resolving these. 
 
Figure 13Υ {ƻǳǘƘŜƴŘΩǎ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘǎ 
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What You Said   
 
You identified the importance of the neighbourhoods to the local community and highlighted a number of issues, including the need for investment and 
regeneration, the importance of infrastructure and service provision and you told us about some of the impacts more development and housing has had on 
your local area.1 

 
Our Response 
 
Having regard to your feedback we have developed a profile of each neighbourhood setting out: 

¶ their key characteristics and some of the planning issues facing them; 

¶ a draft vision/ priorities for the future planning of these areas; 

¶ proposals for the neighbourhoods, including new housing and development schemes together with employment and green space designations. 
 

It is not intended to present comprehensive information or definitive boundaries for these neighbourhoods, but rather to stimulate discussion about 
particular issues and options that you think they will face in the future. These will be refined and developed as part of the next stage of the New Local Plan 
preparation. 

 
We would now like your views on what you think of the proposed 
Profiles for each of the neighbourhoods. 

 
  

 
1 The Local Plan Issues and Option Consultation feedback is available here: https://localplan.southend.gov.uk/issues-and-options/issues-and-options-reports 

https://localplan.southend.gov.uk/issues-and-options/issues-and-options-reports
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3.1 Eastwood 
 
3.1.1 General Character 
 
Eastwood is a suburban predominantly residential area on the north-west fringes of the Borough. It is a relatively modern area of Southend principally 
featuring post-war buildings. It is defined to the south by the A127 and to the north by open countryside, designated as forming part of the Metropolitan 
Green Belt (Map 12, Figure 14). 
 
A substantial part of Eastwood is laid out to cul-de-sac style residential development, largely lacking the classic grid structure that defines most of the 
Borough. The style ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ ƻŦ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ǾŀǊƛŜǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ōǳǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŎƘŀƭŜǘ ǎǘȅƭŜ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨbƻōƭŜǎ DǊŜŜƴΩ ŀǊŜŀΦ  
Eastwood is a relatively low-density part of Southend.  The neighbourhood is well served by public open space and has good accessibility to the adjoining 
Cherry Orchard Way Country Park and Edwards Hall Park. 
 
¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǊŜǘŀƛƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƛǎ ŀ aƻǊǊƛǎƻƴΩǎ ŦƻƻŘ ǎǘƻǊŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀƴ ƻǳǘ-of-town format at Western Approaches and a Lidl store situated on the junction of Progress 
Road and Rayleigh Road. Rayleigh Road contains a mix of small commercial uses, shops, restaurants and cafes as well as some community / health facilities, 
ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǇƘŀǊƳŀŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŎǘƻǊǎΩ ǎǳǊƎŜǊƛŜǎ.  It also provides the main transport corridor and bus route linking the Eastwood Neighbourhood with Southend 
town centre and Rayleigh. The area is not well served by public transport, with the nearest stations being at Leigh (3 miles away) and Rayleigh (2.5 miles 
away) in neighbouring Rochford district and with a lack of bus services, namely to Leigh and generally running north/ south.  The area contains three 
important employment areas at Progress Road, Airborne Close and Aviation Way with smaller estates at Comet Way and Laurence Industrial Estate.  Key 
issues for the Eastwood Neighbourhood include realising the full potential of the employment areas north of the A127 to provide for future employment 
needs. 
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Map 12: Eastwood Characteristics 

 
 
Figure 14: Eastwood Characteristics 

No. Homes 5,846 Land Area (ha) 332.9 

Density 17.9 dph Car Ownership per home 1.4 
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3.1.2 Vision - Eastwood  
 
Where we want to be  
Eastwood will continue to be a suburban area interspersed with mature parkland with improved cycle and pedestrian links within the urban area and to the 
surrounding countryside. The vibrant Local Centres on the Rayleigh Road and at Western Approaches will continue to serve the local community, with the 
Rayleigh Road continuing to provide a public transport corridor, well served by buses, connecting the neighbourhood with Southend and Rayleigh town 
centres. The employment areas aligning the A127 Arterial Road will offer increasing employment opportunities. A draft set of priorities for Eastwood is set 
out below to aid feedback: 
 

¶ Sustainable growth of the suburbs with intensification of residential development focused along Rayleigh Road, benefitting from a frequent bus 
service and access to a range of local shops and services. 

¶ Residential development elsewhere in the neighbourhood mainly by infilling of existing plots and increasing the density of existing development. 

¶ New residential development and conversions will be of a high standard of design, sensitive to the existing residential character. 

¶ Promote the employment growth clusters at the major employment areas of Progress Road, Airborne Close and Aviation Way.  

¶ Promote the smaller employment areas, Comet Way and Laurence Industrial Estate, for retention and renewal. 

¶ Develop new employment land to the west of Nestuda Way to provide a quality offer. 

¶ Development in the Eastwood Brook flood zone will be controlled by planning policies to mitigate flood risk.  

¶ Strengthen walking and cycling connections throughout the area with enhanced routes and wayfinding, including links to the local centres, with 
improved bus links to Leigh and the Airport Business Park. 

¶ Seek to safeguard existing green space, with access to Cherry Orchard Country Park and Edward Hall Park nature conservation area promoted and 
enhanced.  

¶ Consider potential for agricultural land and smallholdings west of Nestuda Way to be released to realise strategic transport and housing ambitions. 
 

3.1.2 Eastwood (Vision) 

IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŀȅΧΧΧ  
Please explain your answers  

a. Do you agree with our draft vision and priorities for Eastwood - have we missed anything?  
 



   
 

7 
 

3.1.3 Complete Neighbourhoods (accessibility to services and facilities) 
 
The following profile seeks to build up ŀ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƴŜǎǎΩ of Eastwood. Completeness is based on mapping the walking catchments around 
different day to day facilities (17 different facilities in total) 2.  The catchment areas vary by facility and reflect comfortable walking distances for the average, 
able-ōƻŘƛŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǘŎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǊƻǳǘŜǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ Ψŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿ ŦƭƛŜǎΩ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΦ   
 
A high completeness score means a place has lots of facilities the community needs within an easy walking distance. This approach recognises the important 
links to health and social well-being, community cohesion and inclusion.  
 
The completeness score for Eastwood, by infrastructure type, is summarised in the rainbow image below.  For example 74% of the neighbourhood lies 
within easy walking distance to a health facility and 63% of the neighbourhood is within easy walking distance of sports and leisure facilities, while 23% is 
within easy walking distance of green space.  
 
 

3.1.3 Eastwood (Infrastructure) 

IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŀȅΧΧΦ 
Please explain your answer  

a. What do you think are the main issues with infrastructure 
provision in Eastwood, and what should be the priorities over 
the next 20 years? 

 

 
2 nurseries, primary schools, secondary schools, doctors, dentists, pharmacies, libraries, places of worship, public conveniences, community centres and halls, playing pitches, local 
equipped play space, amenity greenspace, allotments, natural and semi-natural greenspace, local and neighbourhood centres, town and district centres. 
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Eastwood Ψ!ƎƎǊŜƎŀǘŜŘ /ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƴŜǎǎ {ŎƻǊŜΩ Ґ 50% 
Map ς as an example a high completeness score would be 14 ς17 different facilities being within a reasonable walking distance from home. Conversely a low score would 
be less than 4 facilities within walking distance.  
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3.1.4 Land Use Proposals - Eastwood 
 
A number of potential land use proposals are identified for future housing, employment and open space. For each site, the location, proposed use and 
indicative amount of development (if applicable) is provided. 
 
3.1.41 New Homes 
 
The type and quality of the housing offer can have a significant impact on the health and wealth of places. Their ability to attract and retain people and 
provide support for those who need it relies on good housing and attractive and inclusive neighbourhoods. 
 
Potential site proposals for residential development can be viewed in Map 13. Table 20 sets outs relevant information including, context and surrounding 
uses, proposed use, estimated number of new dwellings ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ΨŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΩ the site contributes to in reference to Section 2: Housing Need 
(Table 2).  
 
The sites have been promoted to us by landowners/ agents and are included here for comment. Table 20 also notes the amount of new homes that are 
likely to come forward over the lifetime of the plan through sites already with planning permission and windfall development. 
 
For more information on each site an assessment can be viewed by clicking on the site reference in Table 20 below, or via the Councils website: 
https://localplan.southend.gov.uk/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://localplan.southend.gov.uk/
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Map 13: Potential Residential Sites - Eastwood (excluding those with planning permission) 
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Table 20: Potential Residential Sites - Eastwood 
Eastwood Questions 

Site ref Name of Site Context and Surrounding uses  Potential Land Use 
Potential 
Land Use 
(Summary) 

Component 
of Change  

Estimated 
number 

of homes 
(Gross)  

Estimated 
number 

of homes 
(Net)  

Comment 
& Preferred 
typology  

HEA002 
112 Bellhouse 
Road 

The site primarily consists of a single residential 
dwelling house located on a rectangular plot on 
the west side of Bellhouse Road, Eastwood. The 
site is also in close proximity to the A127 and 
Oakwood Park. 

Small site with potential for 5 dwellings (net). 
Residential 
development  

Urban Area 
General 

6 5 

  

HEA130 
Vacant land to 
north and south 
of Lundy Close 

Site includes two parcels of land either end of an 
area of green space (not designated) associated 
with the adjacent housing estate. Surrounding 
uses are mixed including housing and 
employment to the north and east (Comet Way 
Employment Area).  

The site is Council owned and considered 
potentially available for future residential 
redevelopment. 

Residential 
development 

Urban Area 
General 

7 7 

  

HEA222 
Bishop House, 
Western 
Approaches 

Predominantly 2 storey building currently in use 
as sheltered housing located in an existing 
residential area. Commercial uses to the east. 
Sports/recreation uses to the south. The site is in 
close proximity to the Airport. 

Existing building in public ownership that may 
benefit from some renewal, redevelopment or 
expansion that could provide new and better 
quality homes that are designed to be adaptable 
so local people can reside independently through 
all stages of their lives. To gain a comprehensive 
understanding of development potential, all 
existing housing estates in public ownership have 
been included for comment. At the time of 
publication of this document no Council decision 
has been made on redeveloping this site.  

Residential 
Housing 
Regeneration 
Sites 

74 16 

  

HEA243 
Scott House, 
171 Neil 
Armstrong Way 

Group of buildings, 1 to 3 storeys, in use as 
sheltered accommodation. Located in a low-rise 
residential area. The site is bounded by Scott Park 
to the west with a community centre and 
Morrisons supermarket to the east. 

Existing building in public ownership that may 
benefit from some renewal, redevelopment or 
expansion that could provide new and better 
quality homes that are designed to be adaptable 
so local people can reside independently through 
all stages of their lives. To gain a comprehensive 
understanding of development potential, all 
existing housing estates in public ownership have 
been included for comment. At the time of 
publication of this document no Council decision 
has been made on redeveloping this site. 

Residential 
Housing 
Regeneration 
Sites 

74 16 
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HEA245 
68-114 Snakes 
Lane 

2 storey blocks of flats with landscapes areas 
fronting Snakes Lane. Large areas of landscaped 
areas to the rear of the properties. To the south 
of the site are residential uses with the A127 
beyond. 

Existing building in public ownership that may 
benefit from some renewal, redevelopment or 
expansion that could provide new and better 
quality homes that are designed to be adaptable 
so local people can reside independently through 
all stages of their lives. To gain a comprehensive 
understanding of development potential, all 
existing housing estates in public ownership have 
been included for comment. At the time of 
publication of this document no Council decision 
has been made on redeveloping this site. 

Residential 
Housing 
Regeneration 
Sites 

82 34 

  

HEA254 Beaver Tower 

Residential estate comprising 2 storey terraced 
properties, garages, and a 12 storey tower. The 
site is bounded by Eastwood Park in a residential 
area. 

Existing building in public ownership that may 
benefit from some renewal, redevelopment or 
expansion that could provide new and better 
quality homes that are designed to be adaptable 
so local people can reside independently through 
all stages of their lives. To gain a comprehensive 
understanding of development potential, all 
existing housing estates in public ownership have 
been included for comment. At the time of 
publication of this document no Council decision 
has been made on redeveloping this site. 

Residential 
Housing 
Regeneration 
Sites 

136 40 

  

HEA116 

Land at 
Brendon 
Way/North of 
Prince Avenue 

Agricultural land within the built up area of 
Southend, a field and a western section of an 
adjoining larger field. Hedgerow runs north-south 
across the site. The site is bounded by Prince 
Avenue (A127) and to the north by sport facilities. 
Residential properties lie to the west. 
Employment land to the north surrounding Cherry 
Orchard Way. Southend Airport is to the north 
east. Development of the site would need to 
consider access arrangements, proximity of 
runway and loss of agricultural land. 

This Council owned site has been submitted 
through the Call for Sites process for residential 
development.  

Residential 
development  

Agricultural 
Land 

60 60 

  

Planning 
permission 5 

units or 
more 

None 

          

0 

  

Planning 
permission 4 
units or less  

            0   
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Being 
Implemented             15   

Windfall             106   

Total 299   

 

3.1.41 Eastwood (Residential) 
 

IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŀȅΧΧΧ 
Please provide comment in support of your choice 
 

a. Do you agree with the proposed housing sites for Eastwood? You may 
wish to outline the type and scale of development you would like to 
see come forward in reference to Figure 15: Development Typologies 
as set out below.  

b. Do you have any other comments on housing provision in Eastwood? 

 
3.1.42 Urban Form and Development Typologies 
 
Good quality urban design will be essential in new housing development if the character of the neighbourhood is to be enhanced.  
 
Map 14 shows the Urban Forms of Eastwood neighbourhood. This has been informed by the Southend Borough Wide Character Study3 and is intended to 
provide a broad overview of the types and densities of development across the neighbourhood; this can range from low density, areas of detached housing, 
to high rise flats.  
 
To assist with the preparation of development management and design policies, which will impact the scale, type and density of new homes, we are 
interested in your views on broadly what types of development you think should come forward in the neighbourhood. It may be that there are different 
parts of the neighbourhood that you think could accommodate different types of development.  
 

 
3 https://localplan.southend.gov.uk/new-evidence 

https://localplan.southend.gov.uk/new-evidence
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Figure 15 provides a range of development typologies at different densities, for both houses and flats. WŜΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ 
ǘȅǇƻƭƻƎȅ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŎƻƳŜ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ƛƴ 9ŀǎǘǿƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ¦Ǌōŀƴǎ CƻǊƳǎ ŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ Map 14. For instance you may believe the 
ΨSecondary /ŜƴǘǊŜΩ areas within Map 14 should accommodate the highest density development, such as flats typology F2 and F3, within Figure 15. 
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Figure 15 - Development Typologies 
Houses 

   
H1: 25dph  H2: 40dph   H3: 60dph 

Flats 

   
F1: 60dph   F2: 90dph     F3: 135dph 

  
F4: 250dph      F5: 525dph  
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Map 14: Eastwood Urban Forms 
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3.1.42 Eastwood (Urban Forms)  
 

IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŀȅΧΧΧ 
Please provide comment in support of your choice 
 
a. What types of development typology (Figure 15) do you think should come in Eastwood? You may wish to 

refer to the different urban forms presented in Map 14 in your answer. 
 

 
3.1.43 Employment  
 
The retention and provision of employment sites is necessary to enable balanced job and housing growth. However, employment land has relatively lower 
land values compared to residential and therefore it is important to safeguard or allocate sites to facilitate present and future economic growth. In the 
Eastwood Neighbourhood it is proposed to safeguard the existing employment areas (promoting the employment growth clusters in the major employment 
areas at Progress Road, Airborne Close and Aviation Way, and promoting the smaller employment areas of Comet Way and Laurence Industrial Estate for 
retention and renewal), and to allocate a new employment area at Nestuda Way to provide a quality offer (Map 15, Table 21).  
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Map 15: Eastwood Employment Areas 

 
Table 21: Land Use Proposals in Eastwood ς Employment Land 

Site Name (ref) Category Hectares Additional 
Floorspace 

Progress Road (EA033) Growth 21.46 6,200 

Airborne Close Renewal 2.02  

Airborne Industrial Estate Renewal 1.39  

Aviation Way Renewal 1.59  

Nestuda Way (EA023) New Allocation 2.75 10,000 

Comet Way Renewal 7.16  

Laurence Industrial Estate Renewal 1.26  


