Council – 15th July 2021
NOTICE OF MOTION

MEMBERS’ PLEDGE TOWARDS NET ZERO AND JOINING UK100
This Council has declared a Climate Change Emergency and is working on its plans to achieve
net zero by 2030.
There is no doubt that the aim is high and the task is hard but it is achievable with the right
co-ordination and partnership working, both locally and nationally.
UK100 is the only network for UK locally elected leaders who have pledged to play their part
in the global effort to avoid the worst impacts of climate change by switching to 100% clean
energy by 2050.
To accelerate the transition to this Net Zero society, UK100 brings together local authorities,
from cities to the countryside, to share knowledge, collaborate, and petition the UK
government with their collective power.
They are working together to create flourishing communities, seizing the opportunities of
technology to create jobs and establishing a nationwide projects of renewal, focussed on local
needs and ambitions.
UK100 works closely with elected representatives and policy experts to develop solutions to
the challenges all local leaders face, and to build public support for the transition.
Many local authorities have already joined UK100 and taken the pledge to do everything they
can to achieve its aims. The benefit of a united organisation in the battle for net zero is
undoubtedly one that Southend should embrace, for by learning from and with others we
move closer to achieving our aims.
It costs nothing to join UK100 but it is more than likely to reap the rewards of shared
experience, knowledge and support and build a network across the UK to work with each
other and government, challenge Government to move quickly and effectively and to monitor
progress, adapting as new technologies come forward.
Attached is the Pledge that Members take to work to achieve the aims and also a note of
clarification. To date 110 local authorities have taken the pledge but Essex is not
represented on the list – let’s make Southend the leader of the Essex contingent.

It is therefore RECOMMENDED:
That this Council support the Leadership of the Council acting on behalf of all members,
present and future, in taking the UK100 pledge and working with others to achieve the
stated aims.
Signed – Paul Collins, Beth Hooper, Carole Mulroney, Ashley Thompson, Peter Wexham

Membership Pledge

The As local leaders across the UK, we see the challenges our communities face. We
recognise our responsibility to tackle the climate emergency and protect our environment to
secure the future for them and for people around the world.
In 2019, the UK Parliament passed legislation to bring all greenhouse gas emissions to Net
Zero by 2050. This was to keep in line with international commitment in the Paris Agreement
to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees. But science tells us we need to start now and make
rapid reductions much sooner.
We will do everything within our power and influence to rapidly reduce our greenhouse gas
emissions. We will bring our council emissions to Net Zero by 2030* and we will work
with our residents and businesses to bring our wider communities’ emissions in line with
Net Zero as soon as possible (and by 2045* at the latest).
We will continue to lead the UK’s response to Net Zero, going ahead of the government
goal and taking the first steps with urgency. We will make substantial progress within the
next decade to deliver Net Zero. With greater powers, we would go further, faster.
We will be bold and brave, carrying out strong climate action now and building prosperous,
secure and more resilient communities that are healthier, cleaner and safer, in ways that
follow the science and are practical and achievable.
We pledge to assess our largest impacts on climate change, prioritise where action needs to
be taken and measure and monitor progress towards targets. We will reduce our emissions
at source and limit the use of carbon offsets as part of the global effort to avoid the worst
impacts of climate change.
As local leaders, we are uniquely placed to help tackle the climate emergency. We are
closer to the people who live and work in our communities, so we have a better
understanding of their needs. This means we can collaborate with them to build consensus for
the solutions we need to transition to a Net Zero society that delivers multiple benefits and is
fair, just and works for everyone.
We have come together from local authorities across the UK to share knowledge and
collaborate with each other, with businesses and our residents to deliver action now. And we
will also use our experience of our ability and achievements to advocate to the UK
government in order to accelerate the transition to a Net Zero society.
As a nation, we have demonstrated throughout our history that we are able and willing to lead
on finding solutions to the challenges the world faces. The success and prosperity of our
nation has largely rested on our ability to harness the power of dirty fossil fuels. It is now our
shared responsibility to turn this ingenuity to solving the climate emergency in a way that has
a positive impact on our communities. We need to ensure our future is better than our
past.

UK100 Net Zero Pledge – guidance and clarifications
• Net Zero target date: council operations/estate by 2030*, whole area by 2045* at the latest.
• * Countryside counties can have a Net Zero target date of 2050 for their area-wide emissions, with
the aim of moving towards an earlier Net Zero target date as soon as possible. The different date for
countryside counties is because of the specific challenges they face due to their rural geography,
scale powers and responsibilities. We will engage with these countryside counties via our
Countryside Climate Network to identify specific challenges they face in setting an earlier Net Zero
date, to advocate to national government for policy change that will enable them to move to an
earlier Net Zero target date as soon as possible.
• * Combined authorities and city regions should have set a Net Zero target date before 2045 for
both their council emissions and their areawide emissions, to reflect their strategic scale and wideranging responsibilities.
• Offsets: The use of offsets should be limited and used only as a last resort when reducing
emissions to Net Zero at source is not possible. Offsets should aim to be as local as possible.
• Reporting: Reporting should be annual, from 2022 onwards. • Scopes: At least scopes 1 and 2 for
council emissions and area wide emissions.
• Baseline of emissions: from 1990 levels, in line with IPCC. For councils that have been established
after that, this needs to be clarified on an individual basis.
• Those pledging should set interim targets, focusing on early actions and prioritising sectors that
will contribute to rapid reductions in GHG emissions.
• The focus of the pledge is mitigation, which is UK100’s focus on work. The ecological emergency,
biodiversity and adaptation are important related issues but not specific targets of this pledge. • The
pledge is designed to demonstrate the ambition and ability of democratically elected local leaders to
deliver on Net Zero.
• It is also intended to create the conditions for stronger climate action at national level to help
local authorities reach Net Zero faster.

